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13 out of the world's 
25 most at-risk tortoise
& turtle species are in

the local trade

Non-CITES Exotic Pets
Of the 1.2 million non-

CITES animals, 71%
were drawn from

species whose wild
populations are in a
state of decline or
remain unknown

Of the 2.8 million
animals traded

under CITES
regulations, 72%
were threatened
with extinction

CITES Exotic Pets

Suitability as pets
Species extinctions
Biodiversity loss
Invasive & alien species
Poor husbandry
Lack of traceability
Trash pets
Online trade
Transfer of pathogens
Mercy releases

10,800
Arthropods

Reptiles

Mammals

Birds

Non - CITES Exotic Pets 
2.8 million / 225 species imported

(excl. aquaria)

Non-CITES Exotic Pets
1.2 million / 480 species imported

(excl. aquaria)

Reptiles

Arthropods

Birds

Amphibians

CITES Exotic Pets 
2.8 million / 225 species imported

(excl. aquaria)
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CITES is the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Fauna and Flora 

118,800
Snakes

3.1 million
Turtles & tortoises

171,900
Birds

7,300
Amphibians

480,200
Lizards

CONCERNS:

Conservation



Animal Welfare & Health



Public health



4 million animals
705 species

(2015-2019)

123,500
Mammals

Regulatory Regime

Such an approach aims
to minimise risks to
public and animal

health, ensure welfare,
and importantly, protect

local and global
biodiversity

Review and
update 

the regulatory
regime
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